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Fig. 1. Megiddo from the Northwest as it appeared soon after the Oriental 
Institute began operations (Courtesy of the Oriental Institute of the 
University Chicago). 


MEGIDDO—GUARDIAN THE CARMEL PASS 


If, the beginning the twentieth century, you had travelled along 
ihe southwestern edge the Plain Esdraelon northern Palestine, you 
vould have passed oval, flat-topped hill which the natives would have 
old you was Tell el-Mutesellim. Its thirteen acre top, high above the road, 

‘ould have been covered with waving grain you had arranged your trip 
iuring the spring, the best all the seasons Palestine, and the sides 
mound would have been blanketed with richly colored anemones. you 
closely among the rocks you might also have found delicate wild 
much smaller than the hot-house variety know this 
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OUR READERS 


With this number complete the third year the publication 
The Biblical Archaeologist. fitting that should pause take stock 
our progress and lay plans for the future. the midst the world shaking 
events which have brought religion and scholarship standstill large 
portions the globe, and which will undoubtedly prevent their progress for 
some time after the present holocaust over, manifestly our duty here, 
well our privilege, keep our standards high and continue investi- 
gation fields which know significant. sure archaeology 
itself will never save the world, and Biblical archaeology not end 
itself. Its purpose reconstruct the life, culture, and thought patterns the 
ancient world the end that the most significant literary 
product that world, the Bible, may better understood. Only thus can the 
relevance the latter for the modern world ascertained. Proof the 
correctness this assertion found the type Bible teaching, un- 
fortunately far too common, which unable either define the Biblical 
messages accurately, make them appear significant, because lacks 
the background which gives them meaning. 


satisfaction note that this fact increasingly appreciated, and 
that The Biblical Archaeologist helping fill need. Starting 
1938, the circulation has risen figure just above 1000. Volume 
with its lithoprinted format contained pages; Volume pages; and 
the present volume, pages. One question which frequently asked is: 
are you able publish the journal The answer that 
published without profit, printing costs are kept minimum, and the 


editorial and secretarial work voluntary. 


welcome suggestions, however, how the may serve your 
needs more effectively. One recent suggestion from subscriber Oregon 
was introduce question and answer section. Various readers have suggested 
that the should published monthly. 


Before any feasible suggestions this sort can carried out our sub- 
scription list must much larger. recommend our readers, therefore, 
that they find this journal interesting and valuable, they call the 
attention their friends. Many have already been doing this, and wish 
express our hearty appreciation their work. They have been extremely 
helpful aiding find that section the public which interested 
Biblical archaeology, and thus helping avoid the expensive and often waste- 
ful advertising the ordinary channels. 


THE EDITOR 
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country, but just colorful. And your eyes were especially keen you 
related would have observed among the dirt and rocks small pieces pottery, 
edges worn smooth from exposure over many centuries. Since that time 
the world has come know this mound Megiddo Armageddon (for 
Unive-- its location see the map, Fig. the last number the The history 

the city Megiddo had long been known Bible readers 
but its exact location was matter dispute until archaeologists 
this century began their systematic search for evidence Tell el- 
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Mutesellim (Fig. 1). 
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Fig. Interior Rock-cut Canaanite Tomb, dating from the 12th 
century B.C. (Courtesy the Oriental Institute the University Chicago). 

Grain longer grows Megiddo and the mound quite bit lower, 
instead have vast body knowledge the ancient cities which 
from sometime the fourth millennium about 350 B.C. played their 
the growth civilization the Near East, and which served 
the guardian the most important pass through Mount Carmel. Geog- 
raphy early decreed that the principal highway and from Egypt and 

Mesopotamia should traverse Palestine, and was discovered that the pass 

which led Megiddo naturally such road. Access this pass and 
the Plain Sharon was probably one the important reasons why the 
settlers decided build their homes Megiddo. 

Twenty times the city was built and twenty times fell, beginning 
around 3500 B.C., but each time there was something left which 
characterize the people who had put their efforts into making this 
ichly historical city. Perhaps was only series broken down founda- 
ons and scattered debris, but whatever remained after city had collapsed 
effectively preserved for our discovery, when the next community 
uild Megiddo erected their homes, their granaries, their work-shops, 

administrative, and their defence structures. The builders did not 

top scrape away the underlying debris. They smoothed over 
ecessary, and built top, thus sealing everything beneath. They often 

small articles such rings, beads from broken string, and 
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stumbling dropped pottery vessels which were allowed lie where they 
fell were carelessly kicked the side floor. When they died, they 
were buried the hill, more usually the cemeteries the slopes, 
their mortuary gifts with them (Fig. 2). This same process happened 
again and again, and today are able reconstruct some extent what 
occurred here centuries ago. For this full credit due the Deutsche 
Orient-Gesellschaft and especially the Oriental Institute the University 
Chicago which have excavated the site. 


FROM THUTMOSE ALLENBY 


The earliest literary references Megiddo come from the time 
Thutmose that aggressive XVIIIth Dynasty king Egypt who con- 
ducted the first his campaigns Asia during the early part the 
fifteenth century B.C. The record this campaign quite full, and 
recorded principally walls the great temple Karnak near Luxor. 
The small city-states Syria and Palestine had formed coalition against 
Egypt, and their armies had moved down Megiddo, there take 
their stand against the oncoming Egyptians. the latter marched the 
coast after having crossed the Sinai Desert, generals urged 
him choose route into the Plain Esdraelon less dangerous than 
the narrow pass which led directly But with characteristic 
disdain decided against their cautious counsels and led his army 
point near the present town Lejjun where assembled. The coalition 
force was completely unprepared for the appearance the Egyptians 
this point, having assumed that they would approach Megiddo way 
Taanach the south. This lapse allowed the Egyptians deploy 
the northwest the city well, thus controlling the road the north, the 
only practicable means retreat should the battle against Megiddo. 


The battle, once begun, was short duration. Soon the Asiatics 
and their leaders were unceremoniously retreating into the city. The gates 
had been closed and the officers and men had pulled over the walls 
completely undignified manner. Morever, their tents, chariots, horses 
and weapons were abandoned the mercy the rapacious Egyptians, who 
oriental fashion forgot about their immediate objective when confronted 
with such amazing booty. Thutmose afterward berated his men, telling 
them that had they captured the city immediately would have meant 
the capture thousand cities since all the revolting chieftains were it. 
happened the principal foes escaped before the Egyptians could 
organized again, but after siege some weeks the city itself fell. 


The city captured Thutmose III has now been partially uncovered 
the excavators. the sequence levels bears the number IX, being 
the ninth city from the top the mound. the eleventh from the 
bottom, there were twenty successive cities Megiddo. 


century later the kings Egypt were again having trouble that 
part Asia which ancient times was regarded them being within 
the Egyptian sphere influence. Foreigners were entering Syria and 
Palestine doing all they could disrupt Egyptian influence during the 
reigns Amenhotep III and his son Akhnaton, who was famed for his 
monotheistic the Aton, the disk. Akhnaton, with his 
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all-consuming interest the new religion, was match for the disruptive 
forces large the countries east the Mediterranean, and most this 
territory, which shortly before had been held forcefully Thutmose 
and his son Amenhotep II, fell away. Our information this disastrous 
period for Egypt comes mostly from large group cuneiform tablets 
found Tell el-Amarna, the modern site Akhnaton’s capital the 
Nile. These clay tablets comprise some the correspondence that was 
carried between the court and the Asiatic vassals. Megiddo remained 
faithful the king far know, declining over the enemy 
revolt other vassals did. Readers the last issue this journal 
will interested know that among the intruders during these hectic 
times were the Khabiru (or now read several scholars). 


Fig. 3. Remains of a Large Grain Pit in City II!, ea. 780-650 B.C. (Courtesy of 
the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago). 


city which stood the time these events was Stratum VIII 
(from the top), the one which the stronghold captured 


Thutmose. 

The earliest chronological reference Megiddo the Bible 
Joshua 12:21 where the king Megiddo listed among those vanquished 
Joshua. Following this, Joshua 17:11 (see also Chron. 
are told that Manasseh was given “the inhabitants Megiddo and its 
dependencies.” But clear from Judges 1:27-28 that Megiddo remained 
Canaanite for some time after the coming the Hebrews Palestine, 
for there read, did not conquer the inhabitants 
Megiddo and its but the Canaanites clung the habitation 
the region. However, when Israel became strong enough, they made the 
Canaanites ferced laborers, but they never completely evicted them” (the 
American translation). This too was the situation recorded for 
Megiddo’s neighbors, Beth Shan, Taanach, Dor, and Ibleam. shall 
see later that was apparently the city Stratum built during the 
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eleventh century B.C. which was the first Megiddo city occupied 
Hebrews. Penetration into northern Palestine was much slower than 
Judah, and could not claim any real success until the time Deborah. 

The famous Song Deborah, which are told that some the 
Hebrew tribes fought under Barak against the Canaanites, refers 
Megiddo, though only indirectly (Judges 5:19). “The kings came, they 
then fought the kings Canaan, Taanach the waters 
Megiddo.” The Canaanites were routed and thenceforth northern Palestine 
became more and more Hebrew. The expression “waters Megiddo” has 
been variously interpreted, some reading into reference the brook 
Kina which passes near Megiddo and joins the Kishon River out the 
Plain Esdraelon. Others regard the Kishon the body water re- 
ferred to. The Kishon during the rains would far better provide the 
disastrously muddy conditions the story than would the Kina, and 
addition actually referred later on. 

During the time King Solomon when Stratum flourished 
military stronghold, Baanah was made governor one the twelve 
administrative districts the realm with headquarters Megiddo. 
also had jurisdiction over the important cities Taanach, Beth Shan 
and Jokneam Kings 4:12). Apparently one his principal duties was 
provide one month’s food for the king and his household, and did 
this imposing taxes the rich fields his district. 

Kings 9:15 read that Solomon employed forced labor build 
Megiddo, and shortly thereafter the chariot cities the fabulous king 
are referred to. Megiddo was one these, shall see when describe 
what has been found the Solomonic level the site. 

The city which witnessed the death Ahazian about 845 B.C. 
(II Kings 9:27), after had been wounded Jehu near Ibleam (close 
modern Jenin), was the same one which existed the days Solomon. 
But the latter half the ninth century much rebuilding and many 
changes had taken place. 

With the destruction this city about 800 B.C. its place was taken, 
shortly after and higher level, settlement which lasted from 
about 780 650 B.C. (Fig. 3.). This turn gave way still another 
Hebrew town (about 650-600 B.C.) which toward the end its existence 
was overlook the battle between King Josiah Judah and Pharaoh 
Necho (II Kings 23:29-30; Chron. 35:22). Josiah was killed, and 
either that same year very soon afterward, the contemporary city 
Megiddo which now called Stratum also came its end. 

Megiddo mentioned Zech. 12:11 oracle the Lord 
regarding Judah’s future: “In that day there shall great mourning 
Jerusalem, like the mourning for Hadadrimmon the plain 
Megiddo.” And St. John may have been thinking the historic field 
battle wheu pictured the forces good and evil going into combat 
that future day Armageddon (Rev. 16:16). 

Many great names are associated with Megiddo and the territory 
round about, but those who have visited the site since about 350 B.C. have 
seen ruin, not city, standing monumentally above the plain. When 
Alexander passed his way Egypt, the last significant town had 
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collapsed, and when the Romans occupied this part Esdraelon they built 
their camp-sites the plain what now small Arab town called 
Lejjun. This Lejjun and others, together with the city Lyon France, 
owe their names the common Latin term, (“legion”) which left 
its imprint wherever travelled. 

the last year the first World War events many centuries old were 
virtually repeated the long quiet site Megiddo. Carmel had again 
demonstrated that was the natural barrier traffic between coastal 
Palestine and Syria. The Turkish army occupied Esdraelon, Sharon, and 
territory the north. The British had been held the coast south the 
Jaffa region. Then came the final break-through with Allenby’s cavalry 
dashing full speed the coast surprise the enemy headquarters 
Nazareth, which they very neatly did travelling through the pass once 
guarded Megiddo. 


Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago). 


CITY FOUNDED 


There was time Palestine, all other countries, when the 
communities call villages, towns, and cities did not exist. The earliest 
traces man show that lived caves-and gained livelihood with 
very small means his disposal. The cave was his fortress-home where 
made himself safe possible from four and two-footed predatory 
beings. try visualize those days feel that progress was slow. 
was our terms, but did exist. Through accident plan the 
primitive inventors that day discovered new ways doing the old 
things. Stone work improved and more uses were found for stone and bone 
and the other materials that lay hand. 

the time cave man Palestine was ready leave his dreary, 
smoked-smudged quarters had discovered that wild grains were edible. 
seems likely that had gone some distance along the road domesticat- 
ing the wild grain that grew the open flat places across which followed 
game. shall never know the entire story man’s transition from 
cave village life, but know that flint sickles used cutting grain 
have been found sufficient abundance late Stone Age sites warrant 
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the conclusion that reaping was part the seasonal routine some eight 
ten thousand years ago. But the art making pottery had not yet been 
discovered, and Wells who might have predicted that metal 
which could hammered into sharp blades would some day come from 
hard and cold rock would have been regarded prophet madman. 


seems logical suppose that the discovery grain cultivation and 
improving climatic conditions led directly the formation communities 
away from the caves. The farmer-hunters had nearby work their 
fields and also protect them, and was soon learned that community life 
gave man that protection from marauders which had formerly been pro- 
vided his cave and its recesses. 

Megiddo was first settled around 3500 B.C., considerable time after 
people had begun desert the caves. There were nearby springs which 
never dried up, and fertile fields spread out from the foot the rocky 
knoll chosen for the town site. has been suggested, the proximity 
this knoll the pass which led through Carmel the coastal plain may 
have had something with its selection. Pottery making had been dis- 
covered long before this period and find well made examples the 
very lowest occupation level (Stratum XX). 

During the following centuries Megiddo began take place the 
sphere international commerce which held for some three thousand 
years. From these earliest settlements find pottery which its various 
forms was directly influenced contact with Egypt. also see that 
eastern influences were not lacking, since cylinder seal impressions un- 
doubted Mesopotamian character have been found pottery which can 
dated around 3000 B.C. These are material evidences commercial 
contact with Palestine’s greatest neighbors antiquity. Doubtless other 
less tangible influences swept back and forth give Palestine early 
date that international flavor which characterized her strongly later on. 
Due her geographic position between the great powers ancient times 
she was susceptible the strong influences the countries the Nile 
and the Tigris-Euphrates. Megiddo, situated was the main 
highway, could not escape. 

likely that copper was used material for weapons and im- 
plements the earliest inhabitants Megiddo, although the evidence 
has yet found. This supposition based the fact that Palestinian 
sites established earlier already knew the secret the use this metal, and 
can only surmise that Megiddo, appearing later, soon came know 
its great benefits. 

Copper, once was introduced, continued the most common metal 
for practical use until around 2000 B.C., and was the characteristic metal 
both the Chalcolithic and Early Bronze Ages. The latter term, coined 
many years ago for convenience speaking the period which existed 
roughly between 3000 and 2000 C., has been found misnomer 
Palestine, for all indications point the fact that bronze was not intro- 
duced until the period following 2000 B.C. this point five cities 
Megiddo had come and gone and the sixth (Stratum XV) was ap- 


parently experiencing situation new the history this site. 
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From the remains this city clear that important events were 
taking place its day. The old cultural pattern seen principally through 
pottery forms was giving way after fifteen hundred years radically 
new styles which from this point characterized the Middle Bronze Age 
just being ushered in. Roughly this time too, bronze began supersede 
copper the practical metal for weapons and utensils. And from the 
scant skeletal material which have appears that the dominant popu- 
lation type earlier days was being replaced people with larger frames 


Fig. Scene near Ezion-geber. 


and differently shaped heads. The short, delicate Mediterranean type 
the Chalcolithic and Early Bronze periods, during which the skulls the 
population have far found were predominantly long, thin boned and 
small face, was succeeded much more rugged type which has been 
described “Alpine-like.” The skulls these new people were also long, 
but their entire aspect was quite different from that their predecessors. 


seems too early declare dogmatically just what racial national 
influences were affecting Megiddo this time, but generally agreed 
that agencies unspecified character were implanting their ways life 
the community. perhaps enough say, indicate the difficulties, 
that among the elements which must considered are the Amorite, 
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Canaanite and Hyksos. clear that the Canaanite culture which the 
Hebrews found when they entered the country had its roots the 
Middle Bronze Age. Amorites had been abundantly present know 
from various sources, the earliest being the Egyptian desecration texts 
about 2000 B.C. The Hyksos are the people who ruled Egypt for 
century and half beginning about 1730 B.C., and some their cultural 
traits during the period their political supremacy can traced back 
innovations which first see the Stratum city Megiddo. 


The writer has intention here attempting isolate the various 
factors which brought about such tremendous changes the first part 
the second millennium, and wishes speak only one further matter 
concerning Stratum group three adjacent buildings was found 
this city, while nearby stood huge circular structure made rubble 
and faced with large stones (Fig Six seven steps led the top. 
view the strong suggestion that this structure had sacred purpose, 
probably sacrificial altar, seems likely that the three buildings played 
related part, and that here have the remains religious practice 
used people related those whom the Hebrews met entering 
Palestine several centuries later. 


Abraham belongs somewhere the Middle Bronze Age, and has 
been suggested that the Jacob-Joseph stories would fit well with 
Hyksos background. From Egyptian evidence know that Semites 
were prominent the court the Nile during the Hyksos Period. 


CANAANITE MEGIDDO 


Whatever were the details Canaanite origin may assured 
that its roots went back several centuries before the appearance the 
Hebrews. Linguistic and archaeological data make this clear. These two 
sources information also indicate that much that was Canaanite may 
have drawn its inspiration from Hurrian and Indo-Iranian sources well 
Semitic. Hurrian and Indo-Iranian names appear, for instance, the 
Amarna correspondence. People from these linguistic stocks were the 
country and doubtless made their contribution the civilization the 
time. The reader referred The Biblical Archaeologist for February, 
1940 for fine picture the Hurrians, Horites they are named 
the Old Testament. Megiddo has provided materials illuminate our 
conception the Horites through the discovery pottery designs and 
cylinder seal patterns closely related similar materials from northern 
Mesopotamia, area which flourished Hurrian territory for some two 
hundred years after 1500 B.C. Megiddo and other parts Palestine were 
strongly affected Hurrian influence, and view our present know- 
ledge hardly surprising that the Egyptians the XVIIIth Dynasty 
called Palestine, signifying the land the Hurrians Horites. 
Through linguistic research and archaeology the Horites have been given 
recognizable and well deserved identity. 

The Canaanites the time the Hebrew invasion spoke Semitic 
dialect but lived cultural atmosphere which was due varied and quite 
complicated sources. Megiddo and other sites this same period have pro- 
duced materials, chiefly the form bronze statuettes, which indicate 
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that the Hittite world Asia Minor also made contribution the 
civilization Canaan. The Mycenaean (mainland Greece) and Cypriote 
spheres were likewise well represented the Palestine this time, for 
find great quantities imported products from these territories. 

Megiddo did not become Hebrew until long after the Conquest 
began the southern part the country. the next issue shall con- 
clude this article with description the site was during the 
Iron Age from about 1200 until was abandoned. 


(To continued 


ROBERT ENGBERG, Director 
The American School Oriental 
Research Jerusalem 


Fig. 6. Modern Village of Aqabah, near Ezion-geber,-In the background are 
hills of the Sinai Peninsula. 


EZION-GEBER:ELATH—CITY BRICKS WITH STRAW. 


The third and last season excavations Ezion-geber:Elath the 
north shore the Red Sea extended from March through May 1940, being 
conducted under the auspices the Smithsonian Institution 
American Schools Oriental Research, with special assistance from the 
Felix Warburg Fund the American Schools. The first and second 
campaigns Tell el-Kheleifeh, the ancient site known today, the 
north shore the Gulf Aqabah, which the eastern arm the Red 
Sea, have been described the September 1938 and the December 1939 
issues The Biblical Archaeologist. From first last Ezion- 
geber:Elath was built mud-bricks, many which have withstood 
the test time well though they had been kiln baked, had been 
blocks stone instead lumps sun-dried clay. 
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The tale the task brick-making imposed upon the Israelites 
Egypt familiar one. read Exodus 5:10 ff. follows: 

that day, Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters the people 

and their officers saying, ‘Ye shall more give the people straw for 

themselves; nevertheless, exact from them the same number bricks 

they previously made, reducing the total number not all’ 

make bricks without straw was unthinkable. collect their own 
straw, chop and mix clay and still achieve the same quota bricks 
when the straw had been provided them, seemed the enslaved 
Israelites the height hardship. 

The making mud-bricks idle art. Properly formed, strength- 
ened with straw binding material, thoroughly dried, and skillfully laid, 
they have been known endure for centuries end. The bricks used 
ancient were wonderfully well made. Good clay, obtain- 
able directly the site, was mixed with straw kind, frequently palm 
tree fibers, which served excellent binding material. addition, bits 
charcoal and fragments shells and bones were mixed with the clay. 


idea the excellence the ancient bricks found Ezion- 
geber :Elath can obtained comparing them with the modern sun-dried 
bricks used present day Aqabah, the small village several miles the 
east it. April 1940, terrific rain- and hail-storm literally washed 
half the modern mud-brick village away. Many the walls actually 
dissolved result the torrents water which fell them. few 
days later the natives began make new mud-bricks and dry them 
the sun, preparatory repairing the damage. Their bricks were hurriedly 
made, without any binding materials whatsoever, except lumps clay 
from most the sand content had been washed away the rains. 
Such bricks could not last long the best circumstances. With some 
trepidation returned the excavations after the rains were over 
see what damage had been done the storm the exposed, ancient mud- 
brick walls. was found that they had not suffered all. scarcely 
surprising, therefore, that the mud-brick walls 
built more than twenty five hundred years ago, have survived, some 
instances almost intact, while the modern walls Aqabah crumble and 
collapse not long after they are built. 

One our interesting discoveries this season was the very brickyard 
from which bricks were taken for the construction the second city built 
the site. The plan Ezion-geber this period consisted great 
fortified square, with elaborate smelter-refinery (see 1:3, pp. 15, 16) 
its northwest corner, and row industrial rooms beyond the south 
and east sides the smelter. the southeast corner this fortified 
square were left long rows rectangular, sun-dried mud-bricks exactly 
the same size those used the construction the fortified walls form- 
ing the square. order build these walls, thousands upon thousands 
mud-bricks were necessary. The areas inside and outside the proposed 
lines the fortifications were transformed into huge brickyards. Bricks were 
made wooden molds, and then laid out dry symmetrical rows with 
spaces between each row and each brick. First the bricks were laid flat 
and after few days were placed their sides. soon they had dried 
thoroughly, they were brought the brick-layers, who with great skill 
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placed them long and intricate rows headers and stretchers, till the 
walls the desired thickness and height were obtained. When the forti- 
fications were finished, hundreds bricks still remained position 
the southwest corner the compound where they had been placed dry 
during the last stages construction. time, both before and after the 
settlement Period had been destroyed, these left-over bricks were 
covered with debris and sand and were completely lost sight and for- 
gotten. the following Period III new houses were built over some 
the buried rows bricks. Had their existence only been known they could 
have been used the construction these houses. The presence these 
forgotten bricks made easy for distinguish, least this corner 
the excavations, Period and 


Fig. Part the Brickyard over which were built the walls Period III. 


The new fortification scheme Period was great strength. 
consisted two strong, parallel, fortification walls around the entire 
site, each strengthened offsets with glacis sloping retaining 
protecting wall) built against each one them. Between the two walls 
was dry moat about nine feet wide. The larger the two walls was 
from seven and half nine feet thick (the latter measurement the 
offsets), and was originally some twenty five feet high. Both walls were 
tied together monumental gateway near the southwest corner the 
south side (see 39). This entire fortification system Period 
was many ways restoration that Period which had been 
built Solomon. 

The great smelter-refinery which had first been erected Period 
continued function Period II, and only somewhat lesser degree 
the subsequent Periods III, IV, and After Period however, the 
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intricate flue-system was abandoned, and more primitive bellows system 
installed. The smelter-refinery, however, was always important. Pillars 
fire night, and clouds smoke day marked the site Ezion- 
For weeks end, once the furnaces had been fired, flames 
belched forth from the greatest industrial plant its kind now known 
antiquity. copper and iron ores were reduced ingots metal, and 
many them were worked local foundries and factories into arms 
and utensils and ornaments all kinds. was the largest single armament 
center the time, and played, for instance, exceedingly important role 
furnishing arms for the tremendous national defence scheme which 
Solomon planned and completed record breaking time. 

“And this the reason the conscription which King Solomon instituted, 

erect the fortifications Jerusalem, and Hazor, and Megiddo (Arma- 

geddon), and Gezer, and Baalath, and Tadmor the wilderness. And 

Solomon had especial cities built for reserve supplies. Furthermore, 

established parks for his chariots, and cavalry stations for his horsemen. 

And King Solomon made navy ships Ezion-geber, which beside 

Eloth, the shore the Red Kings 15-26). 

All told, has been possible distinguish five different settlements 
built partly top each other Ezion-geber:Elath, whose history 
extended from the tenth the fourth centuries B.C. The first settlement 
Ezion-geber, Period called into being Solomon, lasted from the 
latter part the tenth the first part the ninth century B.C. The 
second settlement, Period II, may represent reconstruction Jeho- 
shaphat Judah, who reigned from about 873 849 B.C. lasted 
throughout the rest the ninth century B.C. into the first part the 
eighth century B.C. The settlement Period III assigned the 
eighth century B.C., when became known Elath. may have been con- 
structed Uzziah, who ruled from about 779 740 B.C. remained 
then the hands the Judaeans throughout the reigns Uzziah and 
Jotham (740-736 B.C.), till the time Uzziah’s grandson, Ahaz. was 
during his reign that 735 B.C. the Edomites, taking advantage the 
Syro-Ephraimitic war, drove the Judaeans out Elath, and regained 
possession for themselves. Apparently was never again controlled 
Judaean king. Thus ended the two hundred year long struggle between 
the Judaeans and the Edomites for the possession this strongly fortified 
sea-base and industrial and trading center. For the Judaeans was not 
only the all important strategic outpost their kingdom, but most effec- 
tively the key the gateway Arabia land and sea. The orientation 
Judah was always more the south and southeast than the west and 
Culturally, the desert days were always considered represent the 
golden past the prophets Israel. Economically, Arabia always repre- 
sented for the kingdom Judah the golden present. For Edom the roads 
Arabia Felix were certainly less important than for her neighbor 
the west. After 735 B.C., Edom remained possession Elath till the 
end the sixth century C., when must have come under Persian 
control. Period IV, then, lasted from about the end the eighth the 
end the sixth century B.C. The settlement Period lasted from 
about the end the sixth century from the first part the fifth century 
down the first part the fourth century. 

room belonging Period III was found beautiful signet 
seal-ring enclosed copper casing. the seal was incised the clearest 
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possible ancient Hebrew characters the following inscription: LYTM. 
This probably taken meaning, “belonging JOTHAM.” Below 
the inscription beautifully carved, horned ram which seems 
but little doubt that the YTM the seal represents the very king 
JOTHAM Judah, whose dominion included Elath. the subsequent 
Period belong the QAUSANAL stamp impressions (see 
43) found the first season excavations. QAUSANAL Edomite 
name, and probably the name Edomite governor Elath. Another 
Aramaic ostracon was discovered this season (cf. 41). During 
the 1939 season ancient Arabic, Minaean, inscription was found, belong- 
ing the eighth century B.C., which the oldest Arabic inscription ever 
discovered controlled excavation. has been rich 
epigraphic finds. 


Fig. Making Mud-bricks Aqabah Today. 


The impression gained from the three seasons excavations this 
site that despite long control exercised the Judaeans, its 
population and pottery and general cultural pattern fit more with the 
picture Northern Arabia and Eastern Sinai and Eastern Palestine 
(Transjordan), than with that Judah and Israel Western Palestine. 
Edomites, Kenites, Kenizzites, and Arabians formed the bulk the 
population, among which, however, were numbered various times 
Phoenicians, Egyptians, Judaeans, Babylonians, Persians, and Greeks. 


NELSON GLUECK* 


*Professor in the Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati, and until last summer Director of the 
American School in Jerusalem. Further information on his last campaign at Ezion-geber can be 
found in Bulletin of the ASOR, No. 79. 
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Advertisement The Johns Hopkins Press 


FROM THE STONE AGE CHRISTIANITY 


Monotheism and the Historical Process 
WILLIAM FOXWELL ALBRIGHT 


This new book the well known orientalist The Johns Hopkins 
University has just come from the press, and the opinion the publishers 
will prove one the most important works dealing with the Bible which 
has appeared many years. 


For the first time attempt made place Biblical religion squarely 
the stream oriental history and religion they are understood from 
recent archaeological discoveries. 


For the first time trained orientalist with mass facts his disposal 
addresses himself the problem the philosophy history before beginning 
his task, and attacks the Hegelian presuppositions upon which the classic re- 
construction the history Biblical religion based. 


Drawing upon the accumulated archaeological discoveries the past 
century, the history human thought and religious belief assumes new and 
tangible form, making certain that the oral and written tradition the 
Bible far more reliable from the standpoint the modern historian than 
often supposed current scholarship. 


Mosaic monotheism becomes probability rather than mirage. 


The Prophetic movement reinterpreted its essential character 
religious reformation. 


The unity emergent Christianity emphasized, with careful analysis 
the sources from which drew. 


Thirty pages closely written notes follow the text, giving references 
the latest literature all languages. 


The author has been professor Semitic Languages the Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity since 1929; from 1919 to 1935 he spent the whole or part of every year in 
Palestine and adjacent lands for the purpose of archaeological research and excavation. 
He has been president or vice-president of many American and foreign learned societies 
and has received a number of honorary degrees from American and European institutions. 


and 363 pages. Octavo, cloth. $2.50 


THE JOHNS HOPKINS PRESS 
Baltimore, Maryland 
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